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The Great Basin



The Great Basin

Total Area:   550,000 km2

Public Lands:   410,000 km2
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Ecology of the 
sagebrush steppe



Remarkable diversity of the 
sagebrush steppe

ÅMore than 5,000 plant taxa (Baldwin et al. 2012; Cronquist et al. 1972-2012; Hitchcock et al. 1987)

ÅCenters of diversity for many species-rich genera

ÅMany taxa are narrow or regional endemics

ÅNew taxa, such as Lomatiumochocensefrom central 
Oregon, still being discovered (Helliwell2010)  

Photos by Kas Dumroese



2100 insect species
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Remarkable diversity of the 
sagebrush steppe

Wildlife species of 
conservation concern


