
How does ducks unlimited 
canada contribute to  
our economic and  
environmental well-being?

*  Anielski M, Thompson J and Wilson S (2013). A Genuine Return   
 on Investment: The Economic and Societal Well-being Value of   
 Land Conservation in Canada. Internal report prepared for   
 Ducks Unlimited Canada.

recreation and  
tourism worth  
$208.5 million/year

ecosystem services 
worth $4.3 billion/year

$43 million in  
control of pests 
and their effects

$41 million in 
erosion prevention

$98 million in food

$95 million in 
maintenance of  
genetic diversity

$234 million in  
regulation of 
water flow

$387
million

$1.3 
billion

in carbon sequestration 
and storage

$1.2 
billion

in water supply $828 
million

in waste treatment 
and water 

purification

in pollination

as of 2012, duc had directly conserved 2.5 million  
hectares (6.2 million acres) of wetlands and  

uplands. these valuable habitats increase  
canadians’ health, wealth and well being.

To answer that question, Anielski Management Inc. undertook a business case analysis* that measured the return  
on investment for public sector dollars spent on Ducks Unlimited Canada’s (DUC) national conservation program.  
Their analyses also included a preliminary and partial account of the total societal well-being benefits of DUC’s  
conservation efforts. the following is a summary of their findings.



for every $1 duc invests in  
conservation, canadians enjoy 
$22 in economic, ecological 
and societal benefits.

$26.2 million/yr.
in tax revenue to government

$15.8 million/yr.
in profit for businesses

$77.1 million/yr.
in gross domestic product

$59.6 million/yr.
in employment income

Each yEar bEtwEEn 2008 and 2012, dUc spEnt  
an avEragE of $93.5 million pEr yEar in its  

consErvation Efforts. thEsE invEstmEnts hElp  
kEEp canada’s Economy strong and prospEroUs.

nEarly 1,000 
Jobs pEr yEar

hEavy EqUipmEnt 
companiEs

rock & gravEl 
qUarriEs 

constrUction

wildlifE 
biology

EnginEEring

plant nUrsEriEs


